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22.5 MILLION 
MEALS SERVED TO STUDENTS 

  FEDERAL AND STATE REVENUE TO DISTRICTS  

SY 2021-2022  
Montana School Nutrition Programs 
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MISSION 

OPI’s School Nutrition Programs collaborate with the 
child nutrition community to provide high-quality 
training, support, and resources to ensure program 
integrity and access to nourishing meals.  

VISION 

Local school nutrition program professionals are 
empowered as community leaders to provide equi-
table access to healthy food and environments that 
support the success of Montana’s children. 

In school year 2021-2022, the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) School Nutrition Programs 
(SNP) administered U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs:  

•   National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 
•   School Breakfast Program (SBP) 
•   Afterschool Snack Program (ASP) 
•   Special Milk Program  (SMP) 
•   Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
• Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 
•   USDA Food Distribution Program (USDA Foods) 
•   Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) 
•   Montana Team Nutrition Program, including Farm to School 

School Nutrition Programs reimburses schools, distributes USDA Foods for meals served to children, 
teaches workshops for school personnel, ensures that schools implement federal regulations, and 
provides nutrition education for students.  

Montana Office of Public Instruction   
School Nutrition Programs 
PO Box 202501 
Helena, MT  59620-2501 
406-444-2501 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Montana Team Nutrition Program 
Montana State University 

PO Box 173370 
Bozeman, MT  59717-3360 

406-994-5641 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
• We develop and maintain strong partnerships to collaborate on realistic, community driven solutions. 

• We value self-efficacy as a desired outcome of all training and technical assistance activities. 

• We empower and recognize the vital role of Montana's child nutrition professionals in ensuring children’s health 
 and academic success. 

• We are committed to ensuring all communities have the resources they need to succeed. 

• We are committed to creating a strong and inclusive culture of school wellness to support academic success and 
 wellbeing. 

• We are invested in promoting local and sustainable food sources, procurement, and practices. 

• We are dedicated to providing exceptional customer service to schools, sponsors, and community partners. 

• We are responsive and adaptable to changing circumstances. 

• We value continuous learning and invest in ongoing professional development. 

• We use data and evidence-based practices in decision making and operations management. 

• We operate transparently and effectively as stewards of public resources.  
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Montana Team Nutrition  
TEAM NUTRITION  CO-DIRECTOR MOLLY STENBERG, RDN, LN 

TEAM NUTRITION CO-DIRECTOR / FARM TO SCHOOL COORDINATOR  AUBREE ROTH, MS 

PROGRAM LEAD HAYLEY SCOTT, MPH 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR KYLIE CASSIDY, BA 

SOCIAL SCIENTIST WENHAO ZHANG, PhD 

STAFF 

CONTACT  Phone: 406.444.2501 Email: cemerson@mt.gov  

CONTACT  Phone: 406.994.5641   Email: kbark@montana.edu 

School Nutrition Programs  
DIRECTOR     CHRISTINE EMERSON, MS, RD 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ERIN TURNER, DTR, SNS 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST/FFVP MANAGER — MISSOULA KELLI JOHNSON, RD 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST — HELENA AMBER LYMAN, RD 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST — HELENA LAUREN DONITHAN, RD 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST — BUTTE STEPHANIE MOODRY, RD 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST — BILLINGS ROCHELLE DAVIES, RD 

PROGRAM SPECIALIST — BELGRADE JACKIE ROLLER, RD 

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM MANAGER VACANT 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION MANAGER PAMELA FRUH 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT KATIE FELDE 

DATA ANALYST ALIE WOLF 

PROJECT MANAGER   BITSEY DRAUR 

SOFTWARE DEVELOPER   KELLEY LARSEN 

mailto:cemerson@mt.gov
mailto:kbark@montana.edu
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School Year 2021-22 COVID-19 Response 

Montana districts returned to in-person from providing instruction virtually or through a hybrid model during the 
2021-22 school year. This change created challenges for schools to provide meals safely within the school setting of 

classrooms, cafeterias, or as grab and go. 

• The USDA established the Nationwide Waiver to allow schools to operate the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 
during the school year which allowed many flexibilities including higher reimbursement, streamlining paperwork, 
flexible meal patterns, and serving meals free of charge to children.  During SY 2021-2022, 89% of Montana’s schools 
opted into the waiver to operate the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) program instead of the traditional National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP). 

• To the 96% of students enrolled in one of Montana’s schools choosing to operate the Seamless Summer Option 
(SSO), meals were provided free of charge and there was no need for these schools to collect free and reduced-price 
income information or meal money from parents. This reduced stigma for children and eased administrative and 
staffing burdens for schools. 

• Whether operating SSO or NSLP, USDA waiver flexibilities made it possible for meals to be taken home, for par-
ents to pick up, and for multiple days worth to be provided at one time. 

• School nutrition staff showed their creativity and resilience when preparing and providing meals. Waiver flexibil-
ities allowed them to provide meals in ways to react to vendor supply shortages, changing community conditions, 
and continue to ensure that all students have the nutrition they need to learn, thrive, and grow. However, many 
schools struggled with high food service staff turnover and maintain adequate staffing. 

• Supply chain disruptions added challenges for schools to provide meals that comply with meal pattern require-
ments when food items were not available and added expense to tight budgets with increased food prices. 

• Schools that operated the Seamless Summer Option received the higher Summer Food Service Program reim-
bursement rates due to the Nationwide Waiver to Allow Summer Food Service Program Reimbursement Rates for 
the Seamless Summer Option during SY 2021-2022. 
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—Training— 

—Grants— 
EQUIPMENT ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

$68,638 
18 capital equipment grants were awarded to local schools by the OPI. 

SUPPLY CHAIN ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
$3,275,916 

229 grants were awarded to local schools by the OPI to assist with supply chain disruptions, 
enhance efforts to strengthen local food supply chains and help overcome financial and 

operational barriers while maintaining children’s access to nutritious meals. 

NON-COMPETITIVE TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION GRANT (nTIG) 
$1,890,997  

School Nutrition Programs continues to develop, improve, and maintain automated 
information technology systems to operate and manage all Child Nutrition Programs. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW & TRAINING (ART) GRANT  
$1,549,279 

School Nutrition Programs continues to support the integrity of programs by maintaining, 
upgrading, integrating, and enhancing the comprehensive Child Nutrition system. 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS 
68 hours of continuing education provided by OPI School Nutrition Programs 
103 hours of continuing education provided by MT Team Nutrition Program 

REGIONAL OPI AND TEAM NUTRITION STAFF 
OPI School Nutrition Programs and Team Nutrition have staff located around the state to 

better serve Montana’s rural areas.  
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 MEALS/SNACKS REIMBURSEMENT 

School Breakfast Program   485,410 1,088,579  

National School Lunch Program 629,476 2,104,898 

Afterschool Snack Program 116,316 116,316 

Special Milk Program 22,894 5,373 

Seamless Summer Option 21,263,070 80,113,928 

Summer Food Service Program  748,461 2,826,820 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program — 2,857,265 

USDA Foods — 4,268,074 

DoD Fresh — 1,025,612 

MT Team Nutrition  — — 

SY 2022 PROGRAMS 
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18 % INCREASE 
TOTAL BREAKFASTS INCREASED 18% FROM SY 2021 TO SY 2022.  

8.2 Million 
TOTAL BREAKFASTS 

SERVED  

School Breakfast Meals Served through Flexible Program Options 

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

In response to COVID-19, the USDA al-
lowed meal program flexibility through 
Federal and State waivers to ensure 
children’s access to healthy school 
meals.  

Beginning March 2020 and through SY 
2021, eligible schools were given the 
option to operate the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) and feed all chil-
dren 18 and under free of charge. 

SFSP program BREAKFAST meals served 
in leu of the traditional SBP and/or dur-
ing traditional school year months, dis-
play as orange values in the bar graph 
below. 

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 

As continued response to COVID-19, the 
USDA issued additional flexibility waivers 

during SY 2021-2022. 

During SY 2021-2022, eligible schools 
were given the option to operate the 

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and feed 
all students school meals free of charge. 

SSO program BREAKFAST meals served in 
leu of the NSLP and/or during traditional 
school year months, display as blue val-

ues in the bar graph below.     

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
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NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

In response to COVID-19, the USDA 
allowed meal program flexibility 
through Federal and State waivers to 
ensure children’s access to healthy 
school meals.  

Beginning March 2020 and through SY 
2021, eligible schools were given the 
option to operate the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) and feed all 
children 18 and under free of charge. 

SFSP program lunch meals served in 
leu of the NSLP and/or during traditional 
school year months, display as orange values 
in the bar graph below. 

26% INCREASE 
TOTAL LUNCHES INCREASED 26% FROM SY 2021 TO SY 2022.  

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 

As continued response to COVID-19, the 
USDA issued additional flexibility waivers 

during SY 2021-2022. 

During SY 2021-2022, eligible schools were 
given the option to operate the Seamless 

Summer Option (SSO) and feed all students 
school meals free of charge. 

SSO program lunch meals served in leu of 
the NSLP and/or during traditional school 

year months, display as blue values in the 
bar graph below.     

School Lunch Meals Served through Flexible Program Options 
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$56.62 
ALLOTMENT PER STUDENT 

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLE PROGRAM 
The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) provides funds to elementary 

schools for fresh fruit and vegetable snacks during the school day. 

38,372 
STUDENTS HAD ACCESS TO FFVP 

 

$2.8 MILLION 
TOTAL FUNDS  

   139  

Schools Participated in FFVP 
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116,316 
AFTERSCHOOL SNACKS  SERVED  

AFTERSCHOOL SNACK PROGRAM 

1,207 
STUDENTS EAT A SNACK AFTER SCHOOL EACH DAY 

The Afterschool Snack Program provides snacks to  
students in education and enrichment activities after school.   
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SPECIAL MILK PROGRAM 
The Special Milk Program provides reimbursement for milk served at schools that do not offer 

the National School Lunch Program or Summer Food Service Program.   

132 
STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN SPECIAL MILK PROGRAM EACH DAY 

21,652 
PINTS OF MILK  SERVED  

The Special Milk  
Program  

operates at 12 small 
schools/summer camps 

that do NOT offer breakfast or lunch 
to students. 
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ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS 

USDA FOODS and DOD FRESH 
The USDA provides schools with USDA Foods and Department of Defense (DOD) Fresh Fruits 

and Vegetables for use in preparing school meals.  

Did You Know…. 

On an average school 
day, USDA Foods make 
up between 15 and 20 

percent of the total 
products served 

100%   

of foods offered through  
USDA Foods/DOD Fresh are 

AMERICAN GROWN 

Schools Received 

$1,025,612 in fresh 

produce through  

USDA DoD Fresh. 
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101 Sponsors at 273 Sites 
Including schools, home deliveries via bus routes, weekend and 

holiday meals, and drive-thru pick-up.   

748,461 
Meals Served  

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 
The Summer Food Service Program provides free meals to all kids, age 18 and under, 

during the summer months. 

45,364  
Meals Served Daily 
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Revenue 
MONTANA SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

July 1, 2021– June 30, 2022 

 

National School Lunch Program Meals 2,104,898 

Afterschool Snacks 116,316 

USDA Foods Entitlement 5,293,686 

Total National School Lunch Program (lunches, snacks and commodities)  7,514,900 

School Breakfast Program 1,088,579 

Special Milk Program 5,373 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 2,857,265 

Summer Food Service Program 2,826,820 

Seamless Summer Option 80,113,928 

Equipment Assistance Grants 63,638 

Supply Chain Assistance Grants 3,275,916 

Total Federal Funding 92,922,514 

Total State Matching Funds (minimum required by USDA policy)  661,832 

Total Federal and State Funding     96,923,900 
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabili-

ties who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, 

large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agen-

cy that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA 

Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/

sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by 

writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, tele-

phone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to in-

form the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Inde-

pendence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: Program.Intake@usda.gov 

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:Program.Intake@usda.gov
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VISIT:   

opi.mt.gov/schoolnutrition  

Want to learn more about  

School Nutrition Programs  
in Montana? 


